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Senate had to be 40, instead of 25 for the Seym. But in point of
fact these differences might be considered negligible, as the place
assigned to the Senate in the general scheme was so insignificant
that the only House which really counted in Poland was the
Seym.
TEXT OF THE CONSTITUTION
The text of the Constitution was divided into six chapters:
i, The Republic; 2, The Legislative Power; 3, The Executive
Power; 4, The Judicial Power; 5, The General Rights and Duties
of Citizens; and 6, General Provisions. The First Article was
"The Polish State is a Republic," and the Second "The sovereign
power in the Polish Republic vests in the nation. The organs
of the nation are the Seym and the Senate in legislative matters;
the President of the Republic, acting conjointly with responsible
Ministers, as regards the exercise of the executive power; and the
independent Tribunals of Justice in judicial affairs." The sovereign
power vested in the nation was to be expressed by Parliament—
the Seym and the Senate, but the Senate had no initiative, and
if the Seym dissolved itself, as it could, the Senate automatically
ceased to exist. The President of the Seym, known as its Marshal
(Speaker), continued in office after the dissolution of Parliament
till the election of the same or another man as Marshal by a
new Seym. In the event of the President of the Republic not being
able for any reason to function, it was the Marshal of the Seym
who took his place, not the Marshal of the Senate. All that was
given to the Senate was a restricted right of suspensive veto,
which the Seym could overcome by an eleven-twentieths vote in
ordinary session; if that happened, the President of the Republic
had to promulgate its decision as law at once.
THE PRESIDENT
By the Constitution the President of the Republic was the head of
the Executive; he was to hold office for seven years after his election
by the Seym and the Senate united in a National Assembly;
all the Acts of the President had to be countersigned by Ministers
of the Government, who were responsible for them. The President

